Prince. The mother, after living most happily with her hus-
band eight-and-twenty years, suffered greatly in her widow-
hood from vexatious lawsuits, difficult circumstances, and
broken health; but she had great resources in herself, and in
the dutiful attachment of Catherine, who was her only child,
and whom she herself had nursed and educated; the society
of that daughter enabled her to bear her afflictions, not only
with patience but with cheerfulness. No solicitations could
induce Catherine to marry ; she refused offers which might
in all other respects have been deemed eligible, because she
would not be separated from her mother, from whom she
said death itself could not divide her. And this was literally
verified, for in 1587 they both died of the plague on the same
day.
Both were women of great talents and great attainments.
Their joint works in prose and verse were published in their
lifetime, and have been several times reprinted, but not
since the year 1604, The poetry is said to be of little value;
but the philosophical dialogues are praised as being neither
deficient in genius nor in solidity, and as compositions
which may still be perused with pleasure and advantage.
This is the opinion of a benevolent and competent critic,
the Abbe Goujet. I have never seen the book.
Before I skip back to the point from which my own flea
and the Poictiers' flea have led me, I must tell a story of an
English lady who under a similar circumstance was not so
fortunate as Pasquier's accomplished friend. This lady,
who lived in the country, and was about to have a large
dinner party, was ambitious of making as great a display as
her husband's establishment, a tolerably large one, could
furnish: so that there might seem to be no lack of servants,
a great lad, who had been employed only in farm work, was
trimmed and dressed for the occasion, and ordered to take
his stand behind his mistress's chair, with strict injunctions
not to stir from the place, nor do any thing unless she
directed him; the lady well knowing that although no foot-
man could make a better appearance as a piece of still-life,
some awkwardness would be inevitable, if he were put in
motion. Accordingly Thomas, having thus been duly
drilled and repeatedly enjoined, took his post at the head of
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